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For immediate release
April 22,2014

Campaign launch: The Cleaner and Healthier Jerusalem Campaign aims to mobilise Palestinian residents of
East Jerusalem to take an active role in protecting their communities’ environment and demanding their
rights.

The launch of “Cleaner and Healthier Jerusalem campaign” took place on International Earth Day April 22, 2014
at Jerusalem Old City. Hundreds of Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem and members of civil society including
children, youth, women and men gathered at Burj Allaglaq to participate in activities that engage residents on how
they can contribute towards protecting their environment in East Jerusalem.

Performances included a musical act by a group of youngsters using recycled material, and then attendants watched
a short play that tells a story of how one can play an active role in improving the environment. Following that
several engaging activities took place in different corners of the event location and attendants participated by
creating art from recycled bags, planting in recycled plastic bottles, and making compost. Then attendants
participated in contests using recycled material, and lastly people gathered to paint a mural and wrote some
messaging to express how important it is for them to protect their environment in East Jerusalem.”

Unsanitary conditions are widespread throughout the Palestinian neighborhoods of East Jerusalem, resulting in a
drastic deterioration of the quality of life for Palestinian residents. Piles of household garbage fill many streets and
alleyways, and garbage bins are often burnt largely because basic sanitation and cleaning services such as trash
collection, street sweeping and the provision of garbage cans are severely lacking.

Under international humanitarian law (IHL), the Government of Israel is responsible for meeting the basic needs of
the population under occupation by ensuring adequate conditions of living, including public health and hygiene.
Today, this is not the case, with ongoing neglect and discriminatory allocation of resources by the Jerusalem
municipality. While Palestinians in East Jerusalem comprise 39% of the city’s total population, the neighbourhoods
that they live in receive less than 10% of the municipality’s budget.

We call for residents to take an active role in protecting their communities’ environment and demanding their rights.
We can reduce environmental and health risks by dispensing of garbage and solid waste properly in dumpsters and
waste bins, and refraining from burning garbage. We request that you help in organizing regular cleaning days in
your neighbourhood with your family and friends.

The Campaign is part of a consortium project, “Protect the Rights and Improve the Resilience of Vulnerable
Communities in East Jerusalem” which is a 3-year multi-sectoral initiative that aims to strengthen some of the most
vulnerable communities and revive Palestinian civil society presence in East Jerusalem. Implementing organizations
include the Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counseling (WCLAC), Juzoor for Health and Social Development,
the Palestinian Medical Relief Society (PMRS), the Agriculture Development Association (PARC) and the Coalition
for Jerusalem represented by the Palestinian Counseling Centre (PCC). This project is funded by the European
Union (EU) and is co-financed by Oxfam.

For more information and ways to get involved in the campaign, please visit Facebook.com/Qudsona



